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Argumentative Fallacies

1. Ad Hominem—Attacking the arguer of a premise rather than the argument itself.

2. Slippery Slope—Predicting without justification that one step in a process will lead unavoidably to a second, generally undesirable step

3. Appeal to Tradition—A proposal that something should continue because it has traditionally existed or been don that way.

4. Hasty Generalization—Drawing conclusions from insufficient evidence 
5. Excluded Middle—Simplifying a complex problem into an either/or dichotomy, suggesting only two alternatives exist, although there may be other explanations or other solutions to the problem

6. Post Hoc or Doubtful Cause—mistakenly inferring that because one event follows another they have a causal relation..

7. Circular Reasoning— Making a statement that assumes that the issue being argued has already been decided; using the argument itself to prove the argument.

8. Inaccurate Superlative—Using exaggerated extremes to support what may only be a general trend.

9. Ad Populum—Playing on the prejudices of the audience.

10. False Analogy—Assuming without sufficient proof that, if objects or processes are similar in some ways, they are similar in other ways as well.

11. Faulty Emotional Appeals—Basing an argument on feeling, especially pity or fear, often to draw attention away from the real issues or conceal another purpose.

12. Non Sequitur or Red Herring—Using irrelevant proof to buttress a claim.

13. Straw Man – Substituting a real position for an exaggerated or oversimplified one.

14. Aggressive Assertion – Continuously rewording the original claim instead of submitting evidence to support it.
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What is Wrong with the Arguments in the Following Sentences?

1. The reason most homeless people are where they are is simply because they have been worn out in their search for jobs and do not have the energy to continue.

2. Children and adolescents who watch Beavis and Butthead are more prone to antisocial behavior.

3. Sending troops to Iraq is going to get us in the same dilemma the government blundered into with Vietnam.

4. Bill Clinton was obviously not the man to reform our nation's health care since he was so blatantly trapped in adultery.

5. Without the option of home schooling, children will be forced to face the horrors of public school.

6. Legalizing marijuana will lead to the legalization of other drugs until the entire united States is a nation of addicts.

7. Mandatory handgun registration is absolutely necessary so that the government can make sure it has complete records of exactly who owns handguns.

8. Critics of the death penalty must deal with the fact that many criminals are let out of prison before serving even a fraction of their sentences.

9. Of the people polled, 78% claimed to have no problem whatsoever with homosexual marriage.

10. Listening to Mozart will help babies grow smarter.  In addition, Mozart babies grow up to be better students in school.  Therefore, Infants whose parents play Mozart should enjoy improved intelligence.

11. Puerto Rico has prospered for nearly fifty years as a commonwealth, so there’s no need to consider granting it statehood now.

12. When you look at the gory remains of an aborted baby, you have to concede that those who perform abortions are indeed murderers. 

13. The Christian church should not support Presbyterians since none of them have been immersed into Christ.

14. Those who claim that drinking is wrong are trying to take the fun out of the weekend.
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